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first feeling is of a little disappointment at the use of Jacobite type 
instead of the splendid Estrangelo usual in Syriac publications now- 
adays. Doubtless practical considerations of space and vocalization 
impelled the editors to retain the type usual in Peshitto editions. 

The editors' conclusions are none the less valuable for being some- 
what negative. The text put forth by Widmanstadt they find on the 
whole a faithful representation of the text current in the Syrian 
church of the fifth century, the Peshitto manuscripts having suffered 
no very material corruption during their centuries of transmission. 
To enter into the problem of the relation of the Peshitto gospels 
with the Curetonian and Sinaitic has been no part of their task, 
but for the solution of that great question this admirable edition affords 
important material, in definitely establishing the ancient text of the 
Peshitto. 

Edgar J. Goodspeed. 

The University of Chicago. 



The Earliest Gospel : A Historical Study of the Gospel 
according to Mark, with a Text and English Version. By 
Allan Menzies. New York: Macmillan, 1901. Pp. xii 
+ 306. $2.75. 

The succession of excellent commentaries on Mark, by Gould, 
Swete, and now by Menzies, is significant of the peculiar esteem into 
which this gospel is destined to come, in view of the increasing agree- 
ment among scholars that it is in fact "the earliest gospel." And 
there is room for all the above-named works and more. Gould has 
followed the model of German critical commentators, with many 
improvements in the way of typographical arrangement ; Swete, that 
of Lightfoot. Menzies strikes out a new model for himself, which 
includes not only the entire text (Westcott and Hort's, excepting vari- 
ants adopted for cause given), as in Lightfoot's and Swete's commen- 
taries, but a translation on the opposite page somewhat freer than the 
Revisers', and reproducing the vernacular character of Mark's style. 

But the main peculiarity of Menzies's work is in the comments, 
which are not composed of separate discussions of selected phrases, 
but are continuous, forming a sort of paraphrase of the text, inter- 
rupted only by an occasional excursus explanatory of this or that 
peculiarity of the story. It is evident that by this means the author 
aims to secure his purpose of a distinctively " historical study," philo- 
logical, grammatical, and critical notes being reduced*to a minimum. 
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Clearly there are advantages in this method. The ordinary lay 
reader is no longer repelled by the constant interruption of Greek 
phrases and the necessity of glancing from text to notes and from 
notes back to text. He reads an interesting and well-written account 
of the narrative, as though it were a life of Christ, by a critic of mod- 
ern views and historical insight. Besides, have we not in Gould and 
Swete abundant discussion of the philological and textual minutiae ? 
Per contra, the method is highly repetitious. When, in addition to text, 
we are given a free translation, almost a paraphrase, and over and 
above this comments which make almost a second paraphrase, the 
question cannot but arise whether the space and type are really eco- 
nomically employed. 

Still, let us by all means have the historical commentary. There is 
nothing which can do more to widen the view of the exegete and to 
restore to the public a taste for the actual reading of commentaries. 

Benj. W. Bacon. 
Yale Divinity School, 
New Haven, Conn. 

Die Bergpredigt (Matth. 5-7 ; Luk. 6 : 20-49) Quellen- 

KRITISCH UND BEGRIFFSGESCHICHTLICH UNTERSUCHT. Theil 

I : Die quellenkritische Untersuchung der Bergpredigt. Von C. 
F. G. Heinrici. Leipzig: Durr, 1900. Pp. 81. M. 1.60. 

Die Bergpredigt nach Matthaus auf ihre aussere und innere 
Einheit, mit besonderer Beriicksichtigung des genuinen 
Verhaltnisses der Seligpreisungen zur ganzen Rede neu 
untersucht und dargestellt. Von Friedrich Grawert. 
Marburg: Elwert, 1900. Pp. JJ. M. 1.20. 

That there is no first-class work in English dealing with the Ser- 
mon* on the Mount specifically and exclusively is an indication that 
theological interest has centered upon the Pauline writings rather than 
upon the teaching of Jesus. Germany has preceded us in the his- 
torical investigation of the Sermon on the Mount. While English 
and Americans have been content with a translation of Tholuck's 
commentary on the discourse, published in i860, the first German 
edition of which appeared in 1833, a considerable number of books 
on this subject have been appearing in Germany," and, in addition to 

"Notably Achelis, Die Bergpredigt, 1875 (an elaborate commentary of 492 
pages, only second in importance to Tholuck's work); Feine, " Ueber das gegenseitige 
Verhaltniss der Texte der Bergpredigt bei Matthaus und bei Lukas," in Jahrbiicher fur 



